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chi too [Artist, Art worker, Malaysia]

Farish A. Noor [Historian, Malaysia]
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Takayama Akira [Theatre director, Japan]

Nishio Kaori [Playwright, Japan]

Furuichi Yasuko

[The Japan Foundation Asia Center Exhibition Coordinator, Japan]
yang02 [Artist, Japan]

the center for remembering 3.11 (sendai mediatheque) [Japan]
Works by Komori Haruka + Seo Natsumi / Suzuo Keita /
Fujii Hikaru from the exhibition “Record and Recalling -
Walking on the house of image”

Organized by Yamaguchi City,

Yamaguchi City Foundation for Cultural Promotion,

The Japan Foundation Asia Center

In association with Yamaguchi City Board of Education

In cooperation with the center for remembering 3.11

(sendai mediatheque)

Supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs Government
of Japan in the fiscal 2018

Co-developed with YCAM InterLab

Produced by Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media [YCAM]
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thing of Maps

Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media [YCAM] and The Japan Foundation Asia Center will
present “The Breathing of Maps,” an exhibition and series of events developed in collaboration
with Malaysia-based director and researcher Mark Teh as a co-curator.

As a symbolic product of the modernization process, maps reveal the dramatic changes in
national sovereignty, culture, economics, and ways of living. Tracing the complex processes by
which a bordered ‘Siam’ came into being between 1850 and 1910 - a period overlapping with
Japan’s Meiji Restoration - historian Thongchai Winichakul has shown how encounters with
Western map-making were instrumental in the formation of modern nation-states in Southeast
Asia.* However, premodern or earlier maps in the region were identified by their centres and
lack of borders - visualised as mandalas, itineraries or cosmographs.

“A map created a nation... its geo-body is born in a map, and nowhere else”.
Thongchai Winichakul, Siam Mapped (1994).

Treating the geo-bodies of nation-states as dynamic and unstable entities, “The Breathing of
Maps” examines social transformations that lie between maps - between different areas, eras
and errors. Unfolding over 12 weeks, the exhibition brings together a network of artistic and
research practices that chart the shifting intersections of capital, crisis, citizenry and the
colonial in their respective locations. The exhibition includes artworks, performances, lectures
and workshops which complicate conventional ideas of cartography, propose counter-mapping
potentialities, and foreground imaginative mappings and continuities between people, place
and practices.

* See Thongchai Winichakul, “Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-Body of a Nation.” Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 1994.
Japanese translation published by Akashi Shoten, 2003.
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Maps are media / devices / representations, that reveal the dramatic and
metaphorical changes in imagining spatial and national sovereignty,
culture, economics and ways of living.

Ho Rui An

Lecture performance / Installation “Asia the Unmiraculous”

Departing from the 1997 regional financial crisis, “Asia the Unmiraculous” investigates a
transnational narrative of Asian miracle, crisis and recovery. Having conducted extensive
research in Thailand, Malaysia, South Korea and Japan, Rui An tracks the emergence,
transmission and circulation of Asian economic futurisms in popular culture and the
mainstream media - examining the external and internal demands for control of the
nation-state through the leitmotif of ‘the human hand'.

chi too

Installation “pika-boo” / Performance “Cut Grass Piece”

In 2010, chi too encountered “The Hiroshima Panels” by Toshi and Iri Maruki, which
moved him to undertake a 10-month research fellowship in Japan. Ambitiously titled
“Public Performance Art works as an Act of Mutual Forgiveness and Understanding of the
Second World War and the Atomic Bomb Incidents”, he conceived the “pika-boo” series to
create dialogue on the subject matter. However, over the 10 months, the desire to
dialogue inadvertently became a silent monologue. The installation includes artefacts,
resources, documentation of performances and reflections on the process of making
“pika boo”. On the opening weekend of the exhibition chi too will perform “Cut Grass
Piece”, the final piece in the series.

Farish A. Noor

Lecture “Nothing Left to Know: Stamford Raffles' Map of Java and the
Epistemology of Empire”

This lecture by historian and political scientist Farish explores the role of colonial
cartography, and the relationship between maps and power. In particular, Farish focuses
on a 200 year-old map published in “The History of Java” (1817) by Stamford Raffles, the
first Lieutenant-Governor of British Java - credited with discovering many of its ancient
ruins, as well as the ‘founding’ of modern Singapore.

Kohara Masashi

Lecture “The 1903 Human Pavilion and Expositions”

From 1877, National Industrial Exhibitions were held in Japan to introduce the advanced
technologies of Europe and America, as well as to promote the development of new
industries locally. In 1903, against the backdrop of Japanese rule over Taiwan, the 5th
National Industrial Exhibition was held in Osaka, providing an important opportunity to
display the might of Japanese imperialism to people in Japan and around the world.
Using newly discovered photographs from the 1903 Exhibition, this lecture will provide
observations into modern images of the Japanese ‘self’ and ‘other’, with a focus on the
Human Pavilion created at the Anthropological Hall.

Nishio Kaori

Lecture performance

“Why | am here, why she is there - Journeys around Karayuki-san”

In 2018, Nishio, who lived in Kuala Lumpur for five and a half years from the age of 5,
experienced a turn of fate and began researching a cemetery for Japanese people in
Penang, Malaysia. 80% of the people buried there were Japanese women known as
Karayuki. Nishio will talk about the journeys of these women who came mainly from
Shimabara and Amakusa, and their involvement in sex work across Southeast Asia.

Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina

Lecture performance “Name Laundering”

As part of their ongoing 10-year series of artistic and social interventions reflecting on
the geopolitical issues in the Pacific Rim, Irwan and Tita reexamine the relations between
Indonesia and Singapore in the Straits of Malacca, one of the most important waterways
in Southeast Asia. Responding to state and border controls created from colonialism,
nationalism and capitalism, they propose eight ways to penetrate the borders of
Singapore - inspired by historical acts of seafaring, smuggling, subversion and ‘sumpah’
(oath / promise).

Okui Lala

Performance “Can you help me translate?”

Raised in the multilingual environment of Penang island, a historic trading port between
Southeast Asia, India, China and the west, Okui's work investigates migration, mobilities
and diasporic identities. In recent years, she has been researching across Burma, Japan
and Malaysia. Inspired by two Japanese language learning books (for Burmese) that she
bought in Yangon and Tokyo, Okui will engage in a conversation and performance that
questions labour, translation and adaptation.

Janet Pillai

Lecture “Mapping Culture: Understanding & Managing Change”

This lecture by sociologist Janet Pillai is an introduction to the practices of cultural
mapping and place-making. Focusing on the interaction between people, place and use in
a geographical site, Janet will discuss the processes, tools and techniques to understand
cultural ecology and continuity.

Shiga Lieko + Shimizu Chinatsu + Nagasaki Yoshitomo

Lecture “Human Spring”

The four seasons are brought about by the tilting of the Earth’s axis. Spring in Tohoku
suddenly comes after the long winter. The occurrence of “spring” since the earthquake
has brought about changes to the social season, as well as physical and mental changes
in individuals. Intermixing their own perspectives, Shiga, Shimizu and Nagasaki will
discuss what they have witnessed in Tohoku, eight human springs after the earthquake.

Furuichi Yasuko

Lecture performance “Jalan-jalan di Asia (Wandering in Asia)”

From the 1990s to the present day, Furuichi has been involved as a coordinator at The
Japan Foundation in art-related cultural exchange projects between Asia and Japan.
Using keywords suggested by the curators and artists who have participated in these
exchange projects, she will talk from the perspective of a “flaneur” - someone strolling
through the art fields of Asia.

Takayama Akira

Research workshop “Pirates’ Study”

Held as a response to the lecture performance by Irwan Ahmett and Tita Salina, this
workshop will delve into the new image of ‘piracy’ in the contemporary world. Based on
the idea of someone living at sea outside the concept of national citizenship and
boundaries, Takayama and the participants will research together various perspectives
related to the issues of mobility, border-crossings, infiltration, and hacking.

Carlos Celdran

Screening Intramuros Performance Tour “Walk This Way”

Video documentation of activist and performance artist Celdran’s guided tour through
Intramuros, Manila. Celdran gives a tour from his own unique perspective while walking
through Intramuros, a historical site that has been rewritten over numerous times - taking
us through Spanish and American rule, with detours via the Japanese Occupation, the Battle
of Manila led by Douglas MacArthur, and it's eventual reconstruction by Imelda Marcos.

yang02

Installation “Urbanized Typeface”

Travelling around Yamaguchi on a road bike, the artist recorded his journeys with a GPS
device. Using software developed personally to visualise the geographical data from his
movement and routes, yang02 generates a new font based on the urban infrastructure,
restrictions and characteristics of Yamaguchi's streets. The audience will experience this
relationship between geography and typography through a virtual reality, first person
point of view. This version of “Urbanized Typeface” is a continuation of a series that has
been conducted in various cities across Japan and the world since 2009.

Vandy Rattana

Video installation “MONOLOGUE”

This video was created in 2015 by Vandy Rattana, an artist and photojournalist born and
raised in Cambodia following the fall of the Khmer Rouge. “MONOLOGUE,” in which the
artist speaks in his own voice, is directed at his older sister who died under the Khmer
Rouge regime and whom he never met. By speaking to his sister, who lies next to their
grandmother under two mango trees called Pum Sen, he picks up a story that has fallen
through the cracks of official history, and reveals the scars that continue to mark
individuals, landscapes and memories.

the center for remembering 3.11 (sendai mediatheque)

Installation works by Komori Haruka + Seo Natsumi / Suzuo Keita / Fujii Hikaru
from the exhibition “Record and Recalling - Walking on the house of image”
As a response to the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, sendai mediatheque established
‘the center for remembering 3.11" to record the process of recovery and reconstruction
undertaken autonomously by diverse citizens, experts, artists, and staff. In this exhibition,
we include video works by Komori Haruka + Seo Natsumi, Suzuo Keita and Fujii Hikaru,
which were first exhibited in ‘Record and Recalling’ (2014-2015). These works can be
understood as part of larger cultural activities initiated to archive change and loss in
communities, and to redraw and renew personal maps.
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participating artists and researchers

will be presented.
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In addition, document works related
to lecture performances / lectures by

Ho Rui An
“Asia the Unmiraculous”

Exhi
Vandy Rattana “MONOLOGUE”

yang02 “Urbanized Typeface”
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chi too “pika-boo”
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2019 10:00-20:00 | Closed on Tuesdays and winter holidays (Dec 29-Jan 3)
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yang02 “Urbanized Typeface”
Carlos Celdran “Walk This Way”
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Intramuros Performance Tour

“Walk This Way”
Carlos Celdran

17
English

11
Please check the detail information in

“Pirates’ Study”
Takayama Akira

Japanese on the front of this flyer.
* Except Saturdays, Feb 10

Japanese

February 9, 10, 11 (Sat, Sun, Mon)
Dec 17 (Mon) — Mar 3 (Sun)

2018 — March 3
Foyer and Studio B, Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media [YCAM] Adm

2019
2018
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“Can you help me translate?”
Okui Lala

Understanding & Managing
Shiga Lieko + Shimizu Chinatsu +

Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina
Change”

Bahasa Indonesia

“Jalan-jalan di Asia

(Wander

English + Burmese + Japanese

“Name Laundering”
“Mapping Culture
“Human Spring”
Directed by Mark Teh

Furuichi Yasuko
Japanese

Janet Pillai
English
Nagasak
Japanese

January 12
January 19 (sat)
January 26 (Sat)
Februa_ry 23
Februaryi24 (Sun)
Lecturm;rformance
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Ho Rui An “Asia the Unmiraculos”
Furuichi Yasuko “Jalan-jalan di Asia”
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Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina “Name Laundering”
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*If the event will be cancelled due to bad
weather, it will be announced on the YCAM

website.
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Stamford Raffles’ Map
of Java and the Epistemology
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“Why | am here

Venue: Yamaguchi City Central Park (in front of YCAM)

*If the event will be cancelled due to bad
weather, it will be announced on the YCAM

website.

“Asia the Unmiraculous”

Ho Rui An

Idaka Kumiko (YCAM Curator / Japan)
English

English+Japanese

“The 1903 Human Pav

and Expositions”
Kohara Masashi

Venue: Yamaguchi City Central Park
Japanese

“Cut Grass Piece”

chi too
“Cut Grass Piece”

chi too
around Karayuk

Nishio Kaori

Japanese
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Performance
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Curators’ lecture
Mark Teh
“Nothing left to
know

English

Ho Rui An

English
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December 22 (Sat
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