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Fellow Interview 6

Lailone

[ Ko Salai Thawng Hlaing Lung |

Editing & Text by Sumika Hayakawa, Photography by Minzayar Oo
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O—7 DN HEIEA52EMF PLITTLE ROPE SAVES LIVESs
The comic handbook “LITTLE ROPE SAVES LIVES”
teaches how to tie knots with a rope.
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Knowledge and Experience Become the ‘Ink’ for Drawing Manga.

"l got married last November. | met my
wife a few years ago at a festival in
Yangon. She was a dancer, and was
performing on the stage with a back-
drop that | had painted. We are both
from Chin State." It wasn't till a good
hour into the interview when Mr. Salai
Thawng Hlaing Lung began talking
about his personal life. He came across
as a reserved and taciturn person, and
spoke with a shy smile on his face.
Listening to him talk, | got the impres-
sion that he had a nature very close to
that of his manga comics and illustra-
tive works, which, despite being refined
in communicating the fundamental
essence of things, are humble and
approachable.

Mr. Salai Thawng Hlaing Lung works as
a freelance manga artist and illustrator in
his native Myanmar. He also belongs to
an NGO that aims to facilitate children’s
understanding of the solving of environ-
mental issues. As a project officer, Mr.
Salai Thawng Hlaing Lung plans and
coordinates various project activities on
environmental conservation and disaster
prevention studies, while promoting such
causes through his manga and illustra-
tions. As Mr. Salai Thawng Hlaing Lung
joined the HANDs! Project with the
intention of emphasizing the aspect of
being a manga artist, from here on | will
refer to him as "Lailone," which is his
pen name.

O—78B%ZA XA MPBEICLILIET FEGLBAREEEDL > TT—7>ay 7IZB8ML TN,
Turning Rope-kun into comics and drawings was effective in drawing children’s interest at workshops.
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Drawing manga and illustrations was
something that came naturally to Lailone
since childhood, because his uncle was a
manga artist. "They weren't long stories
like Japanese manga books. More like a
single illustration or short comic strips
that focused on one topic. While some
things take time to explain if put in writ-
ing, | saw that a single illustration or a
short-format manga can do that precisely.
| was amazed. | remember thinking,
"Manga conveys the essence of things in
a concise and fun way, like a radiograph.”

Lailone produced his first work as a
professional artist at the age of 18. "At that
time, | was at university studying environ-
mental conservation based on biology. My
professor would often use graphics as
visual aids to accelerate our understand-
ing, but they were badly drawn," he says
with a laugh. "So | drew them instead.
Eventually, they decided to use my illus-
trations in university PR magazines. | got
an award for that, and was paid, too!"

The money he received was only enough
to get him a single pen in Myanmar. How-
ever, the experience convinced Lailone of
the big potential of manga as a medium
for conveying messages, and he seriously
began to consider expanding his drawing
skills as a professional illustrator.
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Children practice how to tie knots using ropes during a workshop.
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FELICHOBEUH%IEET D51, Lailone teaches kids how to tie knots with a rope.
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At a workshop held in a temple where local children participated. Setting on the left in the front row is Ms. Mon, a Fellow from 2017 who helped the project.
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#OICMFEROHIBOF ED -5, Local children avidly read the handbooks.
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The handbook explained the order of
how to tie a knot with a rope.
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“When | applied for a position at the NGO
| currently work for, | sent my resume and
attached all my works that ran in the
university PR magazines. The head of the
NGO was surprised with my work, and |
was hired.”

Lailone learned about the HANDs! Project
from a friend. Till then he had mainly been
undertaking environmental conservation
activities, but had come to think of disas-
ter prevention as an inseparable part of his
work. Motivated to learn more, he applied
for a Fellow position at HANDs!. He visit-
ed disaster areas in Japan, Thailand, and
the Philippines on study tours, and also
participated in many workshops.

There was a thing he learned through
those experiences. “Games and activi-
ties ‘resonate’ with people, especially
children. That" s something | learned. My
action plan centered around cartoons at
first, but | took it a step further and
thought of ways to include some activi-
ties.” And that is how Lailone came up
with the 12-page picture book “LITTLE
ROPE SAVES LIVES"”, which he co-wrote
with Khin Myat Mon, another Fellow from
Myanmar.

The book consists of colorful illustrations
and a simple story, that is set in a typical
farming village in Myanmar. When a flood
occurs and villagers are forced to evacu-
ate, a character called “Little Rope-kun”
appears and uses his own body to teach
the villagers how to tie knots. Eventually,
the villagers successfully cross the swol-
len river and manage to survive, making
good use of their ropes. The book comes
with a small rope, which children can use
to practice tying knots.The book was
distributed to children mainly at schools
and libraries under the initiative of the
Myanmar Fire Department. In addition to
rope-tying sessions, “lzal Kaeru Cara-
van! (Let’s Go, Frog Caravan)”workshops
were held to help children acquire disas-
ter-prevention knowledge and skills while
having fun. A total of 67 workshops were
held in nine states by February 2020,
with 15,472 participants. The book was
reprinted earlier in 2020.

“In Myanmar, it was taboo to talk about
disaster prevention,” says Lailone. “If you
talked about the possibility of anything
bad happening, not just a disaster, people
would get angry that you raised the possi-
bility of something bad actually happen-

ing. The notion is changing gradually in
urban areas and among young people,
but it’s still fundamentally difficult to edu-
cate people about disaster prevention.
That said, by writing a storybook, we
were able to break that taboo. People
find it easier to accept something that's
not your personal story but a cartoon with
a fictional character.”

Lailone plans to continue drawing
cartoons featuring Rope-kun, with the
character playing active roles in the event
of a fire or an earthquake.

“It's my dream to keep drawing manga. |
also enjoy conducting workshops and
teaching people how to draw manga.
Doing all that somewhere in a more natu-
ral environment would be ideal, perhaps
also while planting trees...” He says he
also wishes to continue increasing “the
number of ink colors he can use to draw
manga.”

“This time around, | was able to draw a
manga using the colors | gained from my
experience with the HANDs! Project. |
hope to acquire more colors of ink through
various experiences and knowledge in
order to keep adding new colors to my
manga.” Lailone’s manga are sure to
become more and more colorful.

[This interview was conducted in February, 2020]

SALAI THAWNG HLAING LUNG (LAILONE)
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Born in Chin State, Myanmar. He has two professions: He is a project officer at an NGO that

aims to facilitate children's understanding on solving environmental issues, and also a manga

artist/illustrator. He goes by the pen name “Lailone” when working as a manga artist. His

works center on environmental conservation, disaster prevention, human-rights awareness,

and political issues. One of the pioneer cartoonists in Myanmar, he organizes workshops as

well as exhibitions for his manga and illustrations.
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Creating Small Classrooms
with Local Communities

On the day of the interview, it was raining heavi-
ly in Tokyo, but Mr. Anicoche arrived with a big
smile, as if a ray of bright sunshine fell just on
him. “When I'm in a foreign country, | wander
through supermarkets. It's interesting to get a
glimpse of the country’s unique culture. | like
searching for delicious cream puffs, though
that's something | can only do in Japan.” Mr.
Anicoche’s smile is a reflection of his jovial
nature, and a sign that he's been enjoying his
few days in Japan.

Mr. Anicoche is from the Philippines. Having a
playwright grandfather and an actor grand-
mother, he grew up with an interest in theater
himself. He studied theater through Shake-
speare's plays as a child, and participated in a
national storytelling competition, which he won
at the age of 14. He went on to study acting and
directing at the Philippine High School for the
Arts and became a freelance director after grad-
uation. He also studied film at the University of
the Philippines.“While | was grateful for the
opportunity to study theater from several
perspectives, | was always concerned that only
the wealthy could come see theater plays, and
became interested in community-based theater
activities."”

Mr. Anicoche became actively involved in local
communities with the Sipat Lawin Ensemble
(SLE), the theater company he founded after
graduating. He has been conducting workshops
and audience-participation theater to create a
platform for interaction, and to encourage
people to look closely at the current state of
society and politics. With such a background,
naturally, Mr. Anicoche was drawn to the
HANDs! Project, which aims to promote disas-
ter-prevention education in local communities.

As a HANDs! Fellow, Mr. Anicoche joined hands
with other Filipino and Thai Fellows in “DEEL"
(Disaster Education through Experiential Learn-
ing), an action plan to enhance disaster-preven-
tion skills among small social units, like families
and communities, using storytelling, games, and
animations. He also provided opportunities for
other Fellows to experience the SLE's audi-
ence-participatory performance "GOBYERNO."
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In “GOBYERNO," participants start by group discussion of ideas for
creating an “ideal government.” The members in the group are then
each given roles such as actors, cameramen, and sound engineers.
Together, they reimagine a society realized by the ideal government
and a scene where the president —also played by a participant —
makes a formal announcement. All this is filmed, and the footage is
edited on the spot to be viewed together and discussed.

In 2019, Mr. Anicoche also completed the “Mobile Eskwela” cuela
project, a compilation of his experience and lesson as a Fellow.
(See page 56) The “Mobile Eskwela” project — Eskwela means
“school” in Tagalog — converts tricycles, the common means of
transportation in the Philippines, into stalls carrying disaster-educa-
tion materials, like picture books and games used in “DEEL", and
visits various communities to play the role of small classrooms. The
project has been ongoing in Tacloban City, Leyte, Philippines, a
region hit by a massive typhoon in 2013, as well as in Payatas,
Quezon City, where many were killed after a trash heap collapsed
in 2000. “With this mobile school project, | want to share, not
enforce, all the knowledge | gained from the HANDS! Project,
including “DEEL". We research each region to find out what sort of
lessons the locals would enjoy and customize accordingly. Payatas,
for example, has high risks of fire, flooding, and landslides, so we
picked stories, games, and performances that would suit their
needs as learning materials. Also, disaster education can’t be a
one-off event, so we hold story-making workshops with the

1 )pp;}gg\ "!'I
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Creating disaster-resilient communities through fun

o The DEEL Project aims to enhance community-based disaster preparedness through stories, games, and
f.: performances. The project took place at a local community in Tacloban city on Leyte Island in the Philippines,
where the powerful Typhoon Haiyan hit in 2013 and caused serious damage, helping locals to gain more

knowledge and understanding about typhoons, floods, infectious disease, earthquakes and tsunamis.
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. NT7+—<—, BHERELTER, 709  andthe University of the Philippines, Mr. Anicoche now
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DESIZELDBBSERNETS . communities with art and activities.

locals and make other efforts to explore how it can con-
tinue to be disseminated in the community and at
home.” The project asks local residents, especially
children, to design the “Mobile Eskwela” because it's
important that community members feel a sense of
familiarity with them.

Post-HANDs!, Mr. Anicoche plans to continue his
involvement with communities, something he holds
dear as his philosophy. What are his dreams for the
future? "l wouldn't mind taking it easy and living as a
scuba diver. | love the ocean.” These words imply the
following: Currently Mr. Anicoche is too busy to go
scuba diving because he is sought after in different
communities for his expertise, but he hopes that one
day those communities will have their own leaders to
solve disaster problems and social issues, leaving him
with time to go scuba diving.

“To make that dream come true, | might need to use
kagebunshin-no-justu, (shadow-clone technique, a refer-
ence to the Japanese manga “Naruto”) so that | can
deliver my projects and modules to more locations
more quickly.” As someone who has experience study-
ing in Japan, Mr. Anicoche occasionally makes odd word
choices in Japanese. He probably does the same in his
native language, carefully choosing his words to make
fellow Filipinos laugh. It's easy to picture him standing in
front of a “Mobile Eskwela” and conducting his work-
shops in a lively atmosphere.

[This interview was conducted in November, 2019]
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JK’s Collaborative Action Challenge

Mobile Eskwela Project
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Delivering disaster-prevention education

Eskwela means “School” in Tagalog. Mobile Eskwela (mo-
bile disaster-prevention school) is a project to deliver educa-
tional material in the form of games and performances to
poor and disaster-devastated areas in the Philippines, using
cargo bicycles.
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Voices of people supporting the HANDs! Project
The HANDs! Project is supported not only by Fellows but also by

people living in the affected areas and working in the relevant

fields. We are happy to introduce some of their comments.

Robert Steele

Founder and Director of Sustainability Asia
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The HANDs! Project is extremely important,
because it is empowering the new generation of
change-makers and leaders. Fellows have creativity,
passion, knowledge, energy and really care about
current issues. They can learn from each other, be
inspired by each other. | think that is really the gift
of the HANDs! Project.

3% 20174 E HANDs! 702 = 7 MEBRAM F& ) Rl
3% Reprinted from the HANDs! Project Brochure 2017
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Makoto Sasaki
NPO STAFF / 2015 Fellow (Japan)
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As can be expected, disaster prevention isn’t simple.
Knowing what’s right and what’s necessary doesn’t
always mean you can execute accordingly. | think the
power of creativity is key to overcoming this complexi-
ty. Providing fun programs for children with a clear
vision about what could happen in a real disaster
situation was extremely difficult, but an enjoyable
process, nevertheless. | cherish the memories of
holding disaster prevention events in the Tohoku
region, where | am from, and will continue to be involved
in disaster prevention education in all sorts of ways!

Kazuo Kikuchi

Member of Voluntary Organization for
Disaster Prevention in Higashimatsushima

BIALDBOEINOLIL BWEHLREIFTLIOR
FLCRELCELT:, B3ADAB LI EDLIIIEZD
TLI R I DERRIZE D555 2D CRCR,
ELVWEHETERINZRY ChHILiRTLE, 5.
BADEZIEI Pt DRBEEIAN LR
INTBWTT, 5BIZRONFLIZORIErHHEVY—
Z—rih | hEREBLTZS,

| was so touched by the Fellows’ beautiful eyes filled
with ambition. Their attitude, listening to our experi-
ences, and asking us questions with such enthusiasm,
was respectable. It reminds me exactly of the spirit
that is disappearing from young Japanese. After
returning to your countries, please contribute to your
communities by sharing your spirit and energy.
M2016FEFERETAY T—IC T K EREBEL WL EELE,
3 Visited in HANDs! 2016 Japan tour

Grace Wiguna

Illustrator / 2016 Fellow (Indonesia)

HANDs! 7 z0—D—AY LTSS DRAI- L LER,
B DH LV ERRTELILEFERICRVET,
7z0— Yt LTHRHBVERVZXIE, FEbILr—#
ISBIL7 & TY, #7237 - FERFOL
Y= LTENE LI, FEBbIRENIZLTHh
(h(LTVEL ESTHFEHBIIRL L) I
Pt 5BIZONKIBFETY, ZHLI [NSLP—F4
Zb1b] tBRZIZZIHLTHFEYTLY:,

I'm so happy to be one of the HANDs! Fellows, | got
to meet a lot of friends and experienced many new
things. My most memorable moment is when we
were with the children. We used art as educational
tools, and they were so excited about it. Everywhere
children are the same, they love creating art. It made
me very happy to see little artists.



Prayoon Jangkraichak

Community Leader of Baan Nam Kem

Nin

Yaowawit School Student (Thailand)

Mikaila Hudson

Yaowawit School Staff (Thailand)

ZOHIRTH, ¥tV THKEDYRID HY 9.
Ehb. BRIz oW TLoA ) BFATEWTL IV
() Lavr. BROREKEEFFILESLEDNET L,

There is the risk of disaster everywhere on this earth.
Therefore, please learn about disaster preparedness.
Otherwise, you can’t save the lives of your family members.

20174 HANDs! 70 = 7 MEB RN F & Y il
*Reprinted from the HANDs! Project Brochure 2017

Lek

Thai Restaurant Owner
2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami Survivor

BB, LI ZABICRENBTLE- -0,
HEBHIED DS RBVET, BIBL VOB
HoTWIE. SABIEKEVHOIELIZAS LA 5Tz,
HFEILBoTH. RIEOZLELERLID . Wbbotzw
LZUrBoTLEV RUMHERNICIToTES(LoTLE
WELTz, BB =2—RH LT REAVIZYIrY
REBHFHNITHBIROL(Gr oD bLlheA.
BHRLTOL(T, [TV KDETWZOT, ¥ TH
Biz8hLrozTTh, ZhhbdbBALAIL. BHIC
TEBZZLLL fITHEZTVELVWTT, WKDORERY
BoTWVWELWTT,

Actually, | think it was because | didn’t know anything
about disaster. | know the word Tsunami, but | didn’t
know that it is so big. Even though | tried to escape, | was
worried about family and think about property. My broth-
er also went to pick up his wallet. So the time wasn’t
enough to escape. There was no news at all. If there were
a siren or warning as it is now, the damage may not have
been terrible. When you noticed, the water has already
come. From now on, | want to do whatever | can do. |
want to talk to various people about this experience.
K 2016FEERITAYT—ICTREEBRESE LW IEEE LT,

3 Visited in HANDs! 2016 Thailand tour

BELST, BRLT. CALT —LILLZDHETHEL
ATL [ELAT! >oTwobIEE LT M2 Bk
AT, BRIATL, HHHL ). ARB Iz, FHKkH kK
725, SORALZBYICEMBTES L. ERIAICD
EZoNh3rBvid,

| was really excited what kind of games would be
created. Thank you for cheering me up every time
while we play. If a flood comes, | can prepare for it as
| have learned about this. And | can also share with
my neighbors what we should do.

X 20174 E HANDs! 7A ¥ = 7 MEBRAM F L ViRl
3% Reprinted from the HANDs! Project Brochure 2017

Lahpai Seng Raw

Founder of the Metta Development Foundation,
Member of the Japan Foundation Asia Center Advisory committee

YR —TI. FA70VRHK, HEBLEDBRKE
PEBEDLIRE O KBIIHTIEBHIAIR
TY. BUIABTHEFLHEHIFBREFICLDL AT
BLISIVARRILIFLTHERTY, [HANDs!J
TR FEHLIZBHPRIE S22 G BHKIC
HLToEz e B LTV 37, [HANDs! i 3vv=—
DL DIWBDOF LI LIZB(LEB>TV 3T,

Myanmar has been encountering more natural
disasters, such as floods, cyclones, and earth-
quakes, each passing year. So it is important for
children, who are the most vulnerable, to know
what to do in such emergencies. The HANDs!
Project is educating children using creative meth-
ods, which prepare them without instilling fear or
paranoia. | hope the HANDs! Project expands its
reach to help more children in other parts of
Myanmar as well.

X 20174 E HANDs! 7O ¥z 7 MEBRAM FL Y &k
3 Reprinted from the HANDs! Project Brochure 2017

FREBILECTHABBIRETHERTT. €I
W BT, [HANDs! 1. F b6 A BhKE S
SROVERIZEB VT, KEPREIBFHILD L)
BT hES VA, BEfbEHRELTED LIS
WEFINED L THELBEZONBHEEZRV
2L 7-.[HANDs! 12BN TETEREIZRH) >7-TT.
Disaster education is a really important part of
school. The HANDs! Project is a great opportunity
that our children ought to learn. And it was really
fun and interesting and engaging how they learn to
be responsible citizens and act in case of disaster.
We are very happy to have HANDs! at the school.

X20174E HANDs! 7AY 7 MEBRAMF L V&
*Reprinted from the HANDs! Project Brochure 2017

Ai Goto

Japan Foundation HANDs! Project Founder

BIZIIEROTEEU L H 2, tDFEER OV}, BTI:
VW) DRRARDAEL S LAL, BREL L
7z0—), B5IBBb3EDHHELIST. 20
ToIz I MIF- b RBEEHBERLI-FEED.
IHIZEALHEMER I TVE T, “Youare our
Hope and Dreams~ &%7:7:b13Fh7: b DB L HFE
TT"/hEhor-FId. [HANDs! J iz5E3h/-Fauvic
HER/BT. PYPEHTABLELEZIEVH) A,
Seeds have infinite possibilities. Perhaps it is in our
instinct as humans to seek those seeds and nurture
them. As every Fellow and all those involved work
together, this project continues to evolve into some-
thing beyond the blueprint we had initially drawn up.
“You are our Hope and Dreams.” The small seeds will
grow into huge trees all over Asia, drawing all our
hopes for the HANDs! Project as its strength.
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TIMELINE

HANDs!7O2 1 7hDZhETOEHH

2014/4

HANDs! 7O 17 M E)
The HANDs! Project Begins

2014/9/26—-10/5

18 2271 77— (8ifR)
1st Study Tour (Part 1)

Indonesia/Philippines

Indonesia: Jakarta, Yogyakarta, Aceh
Philippines: Manila, Leyte

(City of Tacloban)

2015/2/16—2/26

B1H X271V 77— (#8R)
1st Study Tour (Part 2)

Thailand/Japan
Thailand: Bangkok
Japan: Fukushima, Tokyo, Miyagi

2015/10/5—10/15

HE28 AR T4V T — (#iR)
2nd Study Tour (Part1)
Indonesia/Philippines
Indonesia: Aceh

Philippines: Manila, Leyte

(City of Tacloban)

Y . B
2016/2/24—3/6

B2 22T 1) T — (#4R)
2nd Study Tour (Part 2)
Thailand/Japan

Thailand: Bangkok, Chiang Mai
Japan: Tokyo, Miyagi

2016/9/25—-10/7
B3 RAT 1Y T — (i)
3rd Study Tour (Part 1)

Philippines/Indonesia
Philippines: Manila
Indonesia: Bali
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< COLLABORATIVE ACTION CHALLENGE (CAC) >

X8 2018-2019
#/RO7rO0-1C&33F7KL—-2a 7OV
Projects collaborated by the HANDs! Fellows

“ARC PROJECT”, “KIDSUP”, “SMART", and
“Eco CARAVAN in Laos!” etc...

2017/3/1-3/13
BIWP XA T 1Y T — (#8)
3rd Study Tour (Part 2)

Thailand/Japan
Thailand: Phuket
Japan: Hyogo

2017/10/8-10/19

EAEA A2 T4 T — (FifR)
4th Study Tour (Part 1)
Philippines/Japan

Philippines: Manila

Japan: Tokyo, Miyagi

2018/2/4—2/12

HEAEA R T T — (ER)
4th Study Tour (Part 2)

Indonesia
Indonesia: Kalimantan Island

2018/8/27—-8/28
CACTE &3
GBI~ ELHER)

CAC Project Meeting
ZhETH7zO—H—BIIZ L.
ATZKIFAT-TIar - Frld
DEYFALTFAMETVWEL,
Fellows gathered together to

pitch their Collaborative

Action Challenge (CAC).

Thailand: Bangkok

HTHAI
JAUMAM
w723 I..Oﬁq

2018/9/27-12/12

Earth Manual Project B
-This Could Save Your Life-
TAUHTRIES -

Earth Manual Project B COETR

An exhibition as part of the
Earth Manual Project held in the U.S.
The United States: New York

2019/3/9-3/10

HANDSs! -Hope and Dreams-
for Miyako!
ZREERR TSR 2019 @ E [=RE X 727 )
DTATIIMD—DELT, AFRTEK
HE AN NEER

A disaster prevention educational project
was held as part of the "Sanriku x Asia”
program, a collabolative project with the
Sanriku International Arts Festival 2019.
Japan: lwate (Miyako City)

2019/5/2—-5/26

Earth Manual Project B
“Disaster and Design:
For Saving Lives”

1P RRYT - S a RIS N
Earth Manual Project & TDER

An exhibition as part of the Earth Manual
Project held in Jakarta, Indonesia
Indonesia: Jakarta

- i

2019/7/2-7/15
RELTHIVR

Disaster and Design exhibit
TrO—ICEo TSN,

FHA DB HRERET— M &
EDIRRET—IYavT

An exhibition and workshop showcasing
Fellow'’s artwork with sophisticated

designs to promote disaster prevention
Japan: Tokyo

2020/1/11—1/31

Earth Manual Project B
“Disaster and Design:

For Saving Lives”

AL RRIT - 3T v HIVATRIME
&h7-Earth Manual Project® TDRR

An exhibition as part of the Earth Manual
Project held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia
Indonesia: Yogyakarta
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